Introduction

Discover China is a four-level Mandarin Chinese course,
specially designed for beginner to intermediate
level students studying Chinese in English-speaking
countries. It employs a communicative and integrated
approach to language learning. Emphasis is placed on
communication in real contexts through pair work,
group work and a variety of independent and integrated
activities to help students become confident Chinese
language speakers.

Key features

Discover China’s unique communicative course design
includes a number of distinctive features:

- Topic-driven content in real-life contexts gets
students engaged and motivated. The topics in
each book are organized around the lives and travel
experiences of five young students in China.

A truly communicative approach lets students
learn the language by using it in real-life situations,
providing them with the tools they need to
communicate in Chinese naturally.

« Structured and effective learning design based
on the sequence “presentation, practice and
production”, with activities moving from controlled
practice to personalized tasks, facilitates effective
learning of the language.

« Systematic vocabulary and grammar development
comes through topic-based practice and extension
exercises. The lexical syllabus is based on levels
1-4 of the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK test) and
the grammatical syllabus takes students up to the
Vantage level (level B2) of the Common European
Framework.

+ Student-centred grammar learning supplemented
with detailed grammar reference allows students to
discover the rules for themselves through identifying
patterns in the language samples. The grammar
reference provides comprehensive and detailed
explanations.
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+ Meaningful and integrated character writing
practice through grouping characters with common
radicals. These high-frequency characters are
presented within the context of the unit theme.

+ Insights into Chinese culture, through “Cultural
Corner” sections linked to the unit topics, promoting
a deeper cultural understanding. Fascinating full-
colour photos, showing the real China, provide visual
appeal and draw students into this diverse culture.

- Simplified Chinese characters are used to facilitate
learning of the written language used by the
majority of Chinese speakers.

- Pinyin matched to the word level instead of
individual characters helps students understand how
to write and space pinyin meaningfully. Discover China
follows the official pinyin orthography of mainland
China. All pinyin shows the character’s original tone,
except in those parts of the pronunciation and
speaking section where special rules about tonal
change are introduced.

- Extra pair work activities for each unit provide
additional communicative speaking practice.

+ Supported by free online resources including
teacher’s books, assessment tasks, unit quizzes, extra
character writing sheets and more.

Workbook

The Workbook provides extensive consolidation of the
language skills and knowledge taught in the Student’s Book.

Each Workbook unit features clear language objectives
which correspond with the Student’s Book unit
structure and activities. A wide variety of vocabulary
and grammar exercises, as well as extra reading and
listening activities, provide practice of the core language
presented in the Student’s Book. Writing practice
sections give students the option to extend their
Chinese character writing skills beyond the Student’s
Book requisites. A self-assessment at the end of each
unit using “l can...” descriptors enables students to
reflect on their individual progress.



Characteristics of each level

Books 1 and 2 cover basic language relating to everyday
topics. The focus is on listening and speaking, although
there is a writing activity at end of each lesson 2. Character
writing practice is available in both the Student’s Book and
Workbook to help students learn how to write Chinese
characters with the correct stroke order.

Book 1 is for beginners who have not studied any Chinese.
To avoid overwhelming students with character reading at
the very beginning, pinyin is placed above all Chinese words
and characters to provide the necessary language support.
However, to help students develop character recognition
skills, pinyin does not appear for conversations and passages
in the Workbook. Activities in the online unit quizzes, which
simulate test questions from the HSK test, have no pinyin.

Book 2 follows on naturally from Book 1. Pinyin is used only
in activities with new words and phrases, and the activities in
the pronunciation and speaking section of each unit. Most
other activities in the book do not carry pinyin. However,
versions of all the main conversations and reading passages
with pinyin are available for download from Discover China’s
free resources website.

Books 3 and 4 cover language from school life and the work
environment. The focus is on the development of language
skills, which is conducted through various approaches
including guided writing. The lessons contain activities
to further enhance students’ language skills in all areas
across different contexts and functions. A new guided
writing section teaches students how to compose natural
texts following authentic-like texts. The conversations and
reading passages are longer, and pinyin only appears in
each unit’s vocabulary boxes.

Storylines

- Book 1 presents the fundamentals of the Chinese

language, following the characters’ day-to-day
lives in Beijing. From simple introductions to going
shopping, eating out or playing sports, students
encounter a broad range of situations and learn the
basic language skills they require.

- Book 2 includes “survival Chinese” for travel and

living in China, as the characters hit the road on their
winter holidays. They see the Terracotta Warriors in
Xi'an and try authentic Sichuan food in Chengdu,
make new friends and broaden their knowledge of
Chinese to handle typical subjects such as food and
drink, hotels, sightseeing and going to the doctor.

- Book 3 takes a deeper look at China’s diverse culture.
Steve lands his dream job and is sent on assignment
as a photojournalist to exciting places all over China.
Amanda pursues her love of Chinese history and
undertakes a research project on a major historical
figure. This provides students with rich exposure to the
use of Chinese language across various cultural and
social contexts.

- Book 4 prepares students for using Chinese for work-
related purposes. Mark takes up an internship at a Chinese
organization in London, acting as a guide for a delegation
from China. Wang Yu and Yeong-min volunteer at a
summer camp in China, helping foreign students to
understand Chinese language and culture. All three gain
valuable experience in working with colleagues and
customers, and dealing with different situations.
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Unit structure

Student Book 1 | Unit8 How muchisit? /4%

Post-listening
Comprehension questions are used to
check understanding.

Controlled activities allow students
to practise the target words/
expressions, and role-play the
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context for vocabulary and language
presentation.

Pronunciation
Difficult pronunciation points for
English speakers are presented

Pre-reading

Pre-reading activities are designed to pre-
teach the key words, or activate students’
background knowledge about the unit topic
in preparation for the reading passage.

Chinese to go
Simple and useful colloquial
expressions or language

and practised in context to prepare
students for communicative activities
in the unit.

“chunks” of immediate use are
provided to learners.

Pronunciation and speaking
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Reading and writing
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Student A: You are a customer in a clothes shop.
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1 Match the pictures with the words.

. How does the Student B: You are a shop assistant. You agree to

sellthe tem at a lower price.
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Grammar reference
Grammar reference at the back
of the book provides detailed
explanation of the grammar

Language in use

Grammar points are presented and practised
through an inductive or “discovery” approach,
drawing on students’ existing knowledge.

Short, simple examples

help students analyse and
discover the grammar rules.

rules as a handy resource for
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Review and practice

Builds on language acquisition by
recycling previously learnt target
language, through which students
can also assess their progress.

Review and practice J

Bl Write questions about the underlined parts of the
sentences.

Character writing
Common radicals in characters
from the unit are introduced
and practised to build students’
vocabulary.

L Character writing

These are two comman radicals in Chinese. Do you

Communication activity
Meaningful and realistic communication
in relevant contexts is facilitated
through role-plays and speaking tasks.
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Communication activity

your own information.

Unit 8
Cultural Corner know amy other characters with the same radicals?

Decide the colour and price for the following

- P ————— (=9 (= () DU e W wectumn. dothes
fou are gaing to et up a website for a designer O bargain or not fo bargaint N loth oE A
b does 3 B 6 b
dlothing store, targeting Chinese customers. Think Tkt s
e For westerners who are used to fixed i el 5 & rls.,
prices, bargaining in China can be one of o 2 Uingtian sh1 Wing Y de shangri 3

+ the sclection of clothes that you vallsell online
+ the prices of smilar clothes in your local shops
+ the prices n RV

the hardest things to get used to. However,
it is a good idea to bargain in China, as
tourists are often offered an inflated price
in markets, small shops, restaurants and
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Vocabulary extension
More topic-related words are
introduced for flexible learnin:

Cultural Corner

Cultural points linked to
the unit topic enable a
greater understanding and

Vocabulary extension J

Match the pictures with the words.

Additional speaking

wéijin chénshan
Onfl q 1 [Eh 4 R 3
appreciation of Chinese i moa practice
life and culture. sem o Activities are function-

AP HEACH

oriented, requiring
students to use relevant
vocabulary and language

Vocabulary list

Practice writing comm e points in rclaallztlc and
i ARy on dones . contextualized ways.
characters following e Vocabulary list
the correct stroke order wE e All target words are presented
ES lai v. come
prepares students for xa e pon we in black and non-target words in
ana q 4 héng adj. red
writing Chinese. B B a e colour for easy reference.
é;s— héokan adj. good-looking
X shi v. try
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