
 

 

Jigsaw Reading 

Aims:  

Reading – Gist to detail, speaking checking and clarifying. Speaking, listening 

language / vocabulary practice. Note taking.  Maximising student participation 

and reducing ‘risk’. 

Jigsaw reading is a great way to introduce speaking into a reading lesson. It 
provides a real opportunity for genuine communication. In real life, we may tell 
people about something we have read, so this is a classroom activity that is 
quite authentic. 

Jigsaw Reading can be done in two ways: 

 Two separate stories 

If you have texts that share a theme prepare comprehension questions for each story. Give 
one half of the class (Group A) one text, and the other half (Group B) the other. The students 
read their text, answer the questions and check understanding. Students then pair up with 
someone from the other group and tell them about their text, and listen to the other one. To 
help students remember their text you may get them to take notes. Alternatively, the 
students can keep the text with them to refer to, however it’s best to get them to try to 
summarize. 

Be careful as some students may read the article aloud, or simply give it to their partner to 
read. 

 One story split in two 

Some stories or texts can be clearly divided in two. Follow the same procedure as above, but 
giving each group only one half of the story. When the students are recounting their half of 
the text, make sure that the student with the opening half goes first. 

Once the students have orally exchanged stories, they should then read the other person's text. 

As a refinement, you can give Group B questions to quiz Group A about their text. Use the same 
comprehension questions you have prepared but get each student to quiz their partner student 
from the other group to gather information about the text.  As a follow up ask each student to 
report back on what they have found out.  

 

 


